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punitive expedition of airmen soon brings them to reason
by bombing their villages or encampments. But this
method is chiefly effective in the districts settled with
cities and villages. In the desert itself bombing from the
air is of less avail Here more time-honored methods are
used, of playing one tribe against another, and of con-
trolling the marts along the edge of the desert, where
the nomads are compelled to buy those many necessities
of food and clothing which the desert does not furnish.
In a small way this is the economic blockade. As a
French administrator in northern Africa put it, 'Nomads
are held in check not through desert outposts, but by
way of the stomach.' "
However, both countries, France and England, have
done a great deal to stabilize economic conditions within
the "mandated" territories, through the construction and
building of railways, irrigation works and other develop-
ment projects. They have also installed efficient methods
in the national and local administration of Syria, Pales-
tine, and Iraq. The British have only one political officer
in Transjordania. The flourishing Jewish colonies and
the Rutenberg electric power concessions in Palestine are
real achievements, as is the new Jewish University at
Jerusalem. Dr. Elwood Mead, a recognized American
agricultural authority, has stated that the activities in
Palestine since the English have had control have been
the most constructive outcome of the "World War. While
the inhabitants of these Arab countries will never be
satisfied with any government, foreign or native, it may
be that in time the local peoples will make a fair balance
sheet of their own situation. No one has yet found an
ideal solution of educating or dealing with backward peo-
ples, especially with those of different traditions and
civilizations. To modernize them, whether desirable or
not, would require several generations. It is a fact, how-
ever, that the people do want to be left alone. What may

